Running head: SEXUAL EXPLOITATION		1
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION		3










Sexual Exploitation of Women in War-torn Syria
Student’s Name
School’s Name

Sexual Exploitation of Women in War-torn Syria
	I recently came across an article highlighting how women in Syria are being sexually exploited before getting humanitarian support (Landale & O'Dowd, 2018). This article gave me the inspiration to want to research about sexual exploitation of women in Syria with a focus on refugees. My passion for human rights of vulnerable groups like the women in Syria was my driving force throughout this research. In preparation for this research expedition, consultation with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was made in order to establish the health risks that exist in Syria and obtain appropriate vaccination where necessary. According to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Hepatitis A, Polio and typhoid are special considerations when visiting Syria and one needs to get vaccinated (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2017). My research will focus on reports by human right groups and other available data as well as collect information from women in war-torn parts of Syria. According to reports by the United Nations, the war in Syria started in March 2011 leading to more than five million Syrians fleeing the country while leaving more than six million people as internal refugees (United Nations, 2018). 
	On landing in Syria, one is greeted by the worrisome faces of the residents who have been devastated by the war. In such a historic and prolonged war, the extent of disruption into the social, economic and political lives of the residents is unfathomable. The country is in shambles with most shops closed as well as abandonment of commercial centers that were once populated. Available data indicates that about thirteen million Syrians need humanitarian aid with the largest number comprising of women and children (United Nations, 2018). I got the opportunity to interact with many aid workers who have been in Syria for a long time. One of the aid workers, Danielle Spencer, has come forward to expose how women in need of humanitarian support are being sexually exploited by aid officials (Landale & O'Dowd, 2018). Reports from aid workers like Danielle Spencer assisted me during data collection. I was indeed shocked to find that these reports were true. During the interviews, young girls and women reported incidences where they have been sexually assaulted and abused in their quest for humanitarian aid. What was even more tragic is the fact that they could not report these incidences to law enforcement agencies due to fear of ridicule.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	My initial impression before embarking on this expedition was that the cases of sexual exploitation were not so many. This preconception turned out to be wrong as my research found out that there were more women who had been sexually exploited than was reported. The other preconception was regarding the humanitarian groups whom I thought understood the situation on the ground. What was even more intriguing about these humanitarian groups was the fact that they never got involved directly in the distribution of aid but rather used other parties including local officials to distribute aid (Landale & O'Dowd, 2018). This left the refugees at the mercy of these other parties and local officials most of whom had no training and experience in handling humanitarian aid. This really changed my impression about some of the self-proclaimed humanitarian organizations that focus more on publicity instead of helping victims on the ground. There is need for proper regulation of humanitarian aid to ensure it is effected in a manner that does not contravene the rights of women and other refugees in Syria. This research was an eye opener to the plight of the vulnerable and the disadvantaged people and especially women who could find themselves in a similar situation as Syria. This research is a wake-up call to the international community to step in and address human rights violation in the war-torn Syria.
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